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Preface 

YOCOCU has become in the last decade a networking and meeting platform where senior and young 

researchers, professionals and students, all animated by the common goal to preserve and promote 

cultural heritage, share their experiences, show and discuss their investigation methods, offer their input 

in research in the different fields of cultural heritage, from the conservation to management. 

The 2018 YOCOCU conference at Matera (Italy) has been conceived  as a forum to promote  dialogues 

and partnerships between scientists, conservators and managers, on one hand, and  civic and community 

non-governmental organizations, on the other.  

All parties act as interlocutors and sources of information and advice as pares inter pares, as  partners for 

heritage since both are interested in new ways to improve the  conservation and management of movable, 

immovable and intangible cultural heritage.  

In YOCOCU 2018 this meeting platform will welcome citizens to encourage new  dynamics between 

these contributors  to ignite the experience and the creativity 

in each of these groups for the benefit of cultural heritage management and conservation. 

In YOCOCU 2018, cultural heritage professionals and researchers (architects,  restorers, conservation 

scientists, archaeologists….) and the citizens (association,  municipality,  heritage groups….) will present 

their projects, accomplished research, future activities or challenges; all together will consult, debate, 

establish new  decision-making strategies and trace new future priorities; professionals, on their side, will 

learn the aims and objectives of civic groups and establish conservation strategies that may keep the 

integrity of cultural heritage as a first priority. 

This Book of short papers  is the result of a will and effort aimed at creating a bridge between Research 

and the Conservation of cultural heritage, in continuity with previous conferences, inclosing the last one 

held in Madrid in 2016.  

The Books is divided in five sections, Museum, Heritage Science, Cultural Heritage management, 

archaeological sciences and architectural/built heritage, in their turn divided in paragraphs which better 

define methods, approaches and aims: (i.e. from microclimate monitoring of Museums to Cultural 

Heritage valorization, from archaeometry to Public Archaeology, Reuse of Industrial heritage and 

monuments ..). 

The short papers (2 to 5 pages) deal with most of the issues  that characterize the debate of scientists and 

conservators for two decades among which: i) the most reliable strategies and methods of safeguarding, 

maintenance and preservation of cultural heritage sites, including monuments and archaeological areas; ii) 

the effectiveness and compatibility of remedial treatments,; iii) the best way to use and integrate in situ 

investigations and laboratory tests to study and evaluate the decay processes of heritage material; iv) the 

museums as inclusive places to share knowledge, culture and heritage which is the focus of the Opening 

of the Conference 

In conclusion, the Book is the result of the will of YOCOCU, CNR and the other partners which 

contributed to the organization of the conference to create an effective alliance between research and 

conservation in order to increase the  interest, understanding of the public in cultural heritage problems. 

Such alliance will take place in an emblematic town, Matera, that just half century ago was considered a 

national disgrace for the poverty, "the shame of Italy", and next year will be the European Capital of 

Culture. 

Matera, 22.05.2018 

Andrea Macchia, Nicola Masini, Mauro F. La Russa, Fernanda Prestileo 
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